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Nature Notes
by Peter J. Tango
Where Clean Waters Ran. What
do Lake McMeekin, FL, Yankee
Lake, NY, and the Madison Riv-
er, MT have in common? A rath-
er rare form of a particular liquid
- relatively clean freshwater!
Laugh if you must but lets look
at some remarkable statistics*:
Approximately 70% of the
globe is covered with water.
Only 3% of this is freshwater.
Of the freshwater, 2% is
locked up in glacial ice.
And, only about l/100th of the
remaining 1% is readily
available to us.
While growing up in the Cats-
kill Mountains of New York, I
had the good fortune of living on
a relatively clean lake, one you
could swim in, eat fish from, and
it probably wouldn't have killed
you to swallow a mouthful now
and then. My family had water
from a well that ran cold, clear,
and delicious. My eyes were
opened that the world wasn't all
this way when I moved out to
West Virginia for some school -
ing.
My water in West Virginia ran
almost red with iron. It wasn't a
matter of the pipes needing re-
placement - this was the state of
the water that pumped up from
the well. I had to resort to buying
Continued on page 4
From these Humble Beginnings
(A new attempt at a brief Soiree history)
O.K. - So you probably didn,t
buy my story about the French
word soir. The truth is that it
simply means evening. And a
soiree? It's a wonderful evening
with dancing and having a gener-
al good time. Please...no break-
ing things as you may have inter-
preted me as suggesting!
Perhaps a bit more truth now,
Not that the history last week
wasn
't (there's nobody to verify
it.). The Soiree started in reality,
2 years previous to the first for-
mal soiree. A group was hang-
ing out in Nifkin Lounge at the
TGIO when someone said,
"Hey, Eustace is graduating in
December." and raised a glass
or something to that effect, in
honor to the grads in the room.
The following year a similar
event occurred but this time
,
with real, long stemmed, au-
thentic plastic champaign
glassed! (In my interview with
Mr. Nifkin he was unable to re-
call if champaign was served but
he liked to imagine that it was.)
By the third year the Office of
Student Affairs caught on and
said, "Hey, lets make some-
thing out of all the celebration."
so they arranged a formal TGIO,
again in Nifkin Lounge. People
dressed up and a good time was
had by all as the sm ll time pa-
pers are known to reply.
The rest of the history isn't as
exciting but it is important. The
Soiree evolved, much like the
earth is claimed to have
, into a
formal dinner/dance that was
held at Drumlins Country Club.
It's important to realize that at
somewhere around this point the
Soiree became completely separ-
ated from the reputed long wind-
ed Convocation.
I know there are those of you
who doubt that I have personally
interviewed Nifkin. I just want
you to know that this historians
feelings of self worth are not
based upon the credibility you
place on my article!
...
and remember
, as long as no
one gets hurt and nothing gets



































The Knothole is the student
publication of the State University of
New York College of Environmental
Science and Forestry. It is published
every Wednesday during the school
year. The deadline for submitting
pieces for publication is
WEDNESDAY
, 4:00 pm, of the
week before they are to appear.
(On disk, The deadline is
THURSDAY, 12 noon.) Letters to
the Editor will not be printed unless
they are signed. Articles must also
contain the writer,s name (names will
be withheld upon request). The
opinions expressed are those of the
writer only and do not necessarily
reflect the opinions of the paper's staff
or anyone else affiliated with the
College. We strongly encourage any
counterviews, articles, notices,
suggestions, and new staff members.
The Knothole staff meets in Room




1 sat down to read a recent edi-
tion of the Knothole, and some-
thing in there caught my interest.
After some thought, I discovered
it made me angry. What I am re-
ferring to is the decision by "or-
ganizational gods" who run the
TG,s, that live musical entertain-
ment must make room for re-
corded musical drudgery - the
idea being that a band and deejay
would alternate every 45 minutes
for your listening pleasure. Hel-
lo! Wake Up!
My two points are these:
1) For the most part, the
plethora of social, political, and
activist type groups on the cam-
pus that sponsor the TGs, don't
have the cash to pay for bands.
Therefore, if a band decides to
play, for free, and they aren
,t of-
fensive to anyone, they should
be allowed to do so unhindered.
Even if a payment is arranged,
let the band earn their money.
2) The frequency of live en-
tertainment
, as I understand it, is
not a high one at the TG's. So,
when it does happen, let it hap-
pen. Don't say, "Hey guys that's
great, but could you stop now so
we can put the new Depeche
Mode disc on and really get
things hoppin,! After that, the
new Def Leppard, and then you
can go back on." You can listen
to recorded music anytime, but
live music, done even admirably,
is rare and fun.
I have a personal interest in
this because I played at the first
TG this year. A friend and I
played acoustic guitars and sang
a few songs for all those in atten-
dance. It was fun for us and we
would like to do it again. But, if
this decision is going to be in ef-
fect, I doubt you'll see us or any-
one else up there entertaining the
troops.
All I am saying to those in




An open letter to Ms. Marisa Alberti,
Chris Button's letter to the ed-
itor of October 6th indicated his
honest interpretation of the
"chick" issue. That letter, nor
this one, is meant to stir up more
ill feelings toward the climate
for women, but some women are
"chicks." Marisa, I challenge
you to take a walk on M. Street
and tell me that isn't true. You
will probably see, "babes",
"bimbos", "jerks", "sexists", and








. Though most of us will
not agree publicly to fitting in
the "negative" categories in life,
if the shoe fits, wear it.
If the Brothers at Kappa Phi
Delta were out looking for
"chicks"
, they may have a par-
ticular type of woman in mind
that does fufill their definition of
the word (chick). I truly under-
stand that being called a "chick"
may be offensive if you are a
lady, however, I don>t believe
that the usage of the term
"chick" to describe a chick
should be offensive to you.
Kevin Hutton, Graduate Student
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A Letter to the Editor,
After reading Steve Rago-
nese
's letter in the October 131f
Knothole I feel it is necessary to
clarify misconceptions concern-
ing the relationship between sci-
ence (including evolution) and
theology that exist in society as
a whole and, unfortunately,
within the academic and scien-
tific communities.
Science does not deal with ab-
solute certainty, but rather par-
takes in attempting to answer
questions that can be either af-
firmed or denied. Newton could
not discover the nature of gravi-
ty, but he was able to describe a
mathematical relationship be-
tween two bodies. Hutton for-
mulated testable ideas as to how
our planet functions rather than
discussing how it originated and
Darwin developed a theory as to
how organisms change over
time instead of hypothesizing
upon the origin of life.
As long as we view evolution
in its proper context, a conflict
between it and theology does
not exist. However, when one
domain attempts to impart itself
upon the other, conflict arises.
This was probably best summar-
ized by Thomas H. Huxley. He
wrote: " The antagonism be-
tween science and religion,
about which we hear so much,
appears to me to be purely face-
tious
, fabricated on the one hand
by short sighted religious peo-
ple, who confound ... theology
with religion; and on the other
hand by equally short sighted
scientific people who forget that
science takes for its province




have no place in modern sci-
ence, being in the same vein as
the idea of a flat earth or the
earth being the center of the uni
verse. Through science all of
these ideas have been shown to
be erroneous. Evolution is fact,
but the imposition of evolution
upon religion is not within the
realm of science. In the words
of Steven Jay Gould: "... evolu-
tion is as well established as any-
thing in science (as secure as the
revolution of the earth about the
sun), though absolute certainty
has no place in our lexicon."
Due to the nature of science it is
not capable of making state-
ments concerning questions such
as - what is the meaning of life?
or the origin of the universe?,
since these deal in absolute cer-
tainty.
It is most certainly possible to
be an evolutionist while at the
same time being religious (the
best proof of this is that Charles
Darwin is buried in Westminster
Abbey). Science has given us
insights to the formation of the
universe, it has given us theories
as to how it was formed and how
it functions. But the absolute an-
swer to the question of 
"Where
did we come from?" is beyond





I guess that I can say that I
have done most everything that I
can do. I have not demanded that
a solution be worked out such
that the TA's/RA"s do not lose
any parking spaces. I have at-
tempted to be diplomatic about
this. Finding temporary solutions
such as issuing permits on a tem-
porary basis this semester is
what has been done to date. If
people like Win Everham, and
Vik Prabhu had not put in an ef-
fort to get temporary solutions
considered then there would be
no permits for any RA,/TA"s for
this semester. We would like to
arrive at a more permanent solu-
tion, but some group may have
to give up parking spaces. Un-
fortunately, TA's/RA's do not
have a contract with SUNY that
entitles them to parking. In fact
we do not have any contract at
all (see GSA News column this
issue for info about the Union).
On the other hand the staff
, and
faculty all have contracts which
guarantee them parking spaces.
Now I ask you, who is going to
lose in this situation? There are
other complicating factors as
well. SU provides us with the
parking permits for the C3 lot.
They do this in exchange for us-
ing our campus for football
game parking. These permits
were originally given to be used
for employee overflow parking.
They however are being used for
grad student parking. This is a
courtesy extended to us by ESF,
not a privilege. Here at ESF
RA"s/TA,s are considered em-
ployees, but it is my understand-
ing that SU does not agree with
this designation. Therefore
whether SU will give us more
permits to allow grad students to
park free during the construction
is questionable. I will do what I
can to further the process, and
find out how things stand cur-
rently, but for the most part it is
out of my hands. I am confident
that the administration has our
best interests in mind, and that
they will do as much as they can
(without it costing the school $$)
to bring this to a favorable out-
come for us.
Rob Barber - GSA President
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Nature Notes Cont from p. 1
bottled water for the first time in
my life which seemed like such
an absurdity compared to home.
Furthermore, I learned that the
state had some 8000 streams. I
regret to report that approximate-
ly 90% were severely polluted
largely due to mining related ac-
tivities. Even of the remaining
10%, less than 5% were capable
of supporting stream organisms
that would represent a clean wa-
ter aquatic community.
More recently I have come to
work on the fisheries of Ononda-
ga Lake - proported to be one of
the most polluted lakes in the na-
tion. A place where you don
'
t
really want to swim, no fish
should be consumed from its wa-
ters, and a few mouthfuls may
not kill you but you may suffer
some intestinal related difficul-
ties due to the fecal colli form
bacteria you might ingest. It is
amazing that aquatic life from
rooted aquatic plants to algae to
zooplankton to fish having the
ability and inherent flexibilty to
survive in such perturbed sys-
tems. But perhaps there remains
hope that we can restore some of
these once clean water systems
given the ability of the aquatic
life to persist in the polluted state
of such water bodies as Ononda-
ga Lake!!!
I miss my Catskill homelands
and many of its lakes and
streams. I still venture back to
enjoy time fishing and camping
along these waterways when
time is available. And after trav-
eling this country and others I
continue to appreciate more and
more the presence of less and
less clean, fresh running waters.
* Statistics from: Gaia - An At-
las of Planet Management. An-
chor Books, Doubleday, New
York, NY. Copyright 1984.
The Bridges of Madison County Are Worth Traveling
by M. F. Emerson
"There are songs that come
from the blue-eyed grass, from
the dust of a thousand country
roads. This is one of them." So
opens The Bridges of Madison
County, a new novel by essayist
Robert James Waller. The poet-
ic language and picturesque de-
scription of the Iowan country-
side, and her covered bridges,
grows increasingly stronger as
the work progresses. If there
were a way to combine two
















make for excellent reading
and an occasional tear.
Robert Kincaid is a National
Geographic photographer on as-
signment to make photographs
of the covered bridges of Madi-
son County Iowa. Almost cine-
matically he is lost and stops to
question a, dare I say, repressed
farm wife, Francesca Johnson,
for directions. Screen fades and
there is the forbidden love that
may or may not ever come to
fruition. For this answer, read
the book. The language is truly
stirring. The plot is admittedly
shallow on the surface. If you,re
searching for intrigue or even the
necessity of thinking, this isn't
the novel to read. If you"re look-
ing for a good dose of sap and a
strong statement about the role
women play and the hardships
they face everyday in America,
this is the book for you.
As a writer, photographer, en-
vironmentalist and sap, this book
could have been written for me.
Because of this, I loved the book.
When recently discussing this
book on campus, a professor
lightly remarked that it seemed to
be very popular among women.
He was right. Many women will
be able to identify with Frances-
ca and feel her pain and sacri-

















No matter what gender reads
this book, there is a universal in-
spiration at its conclusion: the
sense that there exists, some-
where
, for everyone, a match like
Plato"s Symposium-their other
half. For everyone feeling the
weak introversion of loneliness
and the faithlessness or rejection
of humanity, there is hope. As
harsh as it sounds, we all have
the inkling. This offers the light.
I heard an interview with Waller
where he revealed whether the
story is true or not. Discover for
yourself. As a final thought: "In
a universe of ambiguity, this kind
of certainty comes only once, and
never again, no matter how many
lifetimes you live." Rarely, but
possibly, we know for certain.
October 27.1993 The Knothole Page 5
Blues and Christianity
by Lisa St. Hilare
Who wrote the blues article?
Hooray that somebody wants to
hear a variety of music! I have
lived in Syracues longer than I
care to admit so I'm very aware
that musical diversity on the ra-
dio airwaves is minimal. It
seems that if you want to hear
something different than rock or
country in Syracuse you have
limited options which might in-
clude getting a powerful receiver
to get stations from Rochester or
Canada, buying the music you
like, or hearing live music.
FM88 does offer a choice, but I
feel it is a very limited one. The
station has been around MUCH
longer than a year. I remember
in 1981 listening to FM88 and
hearing ALL kinds of music, in-
cluding reggae, R&B, blues,
punk, and music which I
couldn't put a label on. I certain-
ly didn,t like all of the music that
they played, but I enjoyed being
exposed to different kinds of mu-
sic. And it wasn't only on Sun-
days that they played this range
of music, it was EVERY day. In
those days FM88 was truly a col-
lege station, owned by Syracuse
University and operated by stu-
dents, many with an alternative
bent. Apparently, it was not a
money making venture, so the
station went public and narrowed
its focus to be mostly jazz.
You're right, it makes nice back-
ground noise, but it often lacks
the vitality it once had. But, as
JoJo White (host of World Beat)
told me, it IS the only game in
town.
I think that being surprised to see
the mix of people you saw at the
concert highlights that the stu-
dent body at ESF doesn,t truly
represent the make-up of the
population at large.
I think (a lot about things besides
Continued on page 8
What to Do, What to do??
by Rich Rathbun
Close your eyes for a minute.
Now run your mind on fast for-
ward through about the next six
weeks-Oh Holy &*#!@!-- it's
FINALS WEEK!! No, this isn't
some cruel form of mental tor-
ture, nor some unnecessary sanc-
timonious sermon about buck-
ling down 4cause the semester is,
already, winding down. It's
really a sneaky way to introduce
another topic, one related to fi-
nals week, that is, Course Evalu-
ation Forms.
Apparently, there's been some
speculation by the more curious
of our fellow students as to
what, if any, meaningful purpose
these forms serve. Clearly, the
intent is to give the professors
feedback, positive and negative,
in the hope that this will allow
them to continually improve the
courses they teach, and to give
the Administration some feed-
back on what the students think
of the professors. How well this
actually works, though, is some-
what of a mystery. Do the profs
read them and/or heed them?
Does the Administration respond
in any way, or have any power
to respond to, strongly negative
evaluations of a profs course/
presentation/attitude, etc.? Do
enough students provide mean-
ingful, constructive comments
on the forms to allow their prop-
er use? I know, as does any stu-
dent
, that if you're really turned
off to a course, for whatever rea-
son, there's little incentive to
suggest improvements (after all,
you
,ll never take the course
again, and besides, isn't it only
fair that the next bunch should
suffer the same agony as you
did?). It also takes a great deal
of thought to suggest meaningful
improvements, thought that few
are energetic enough to give to
the matter beforehand, and still
fewer can conjure up on the spur
of the monent.
So-the upshot is that we'd
LOVE to hear any comment
from any concerned parties (stu-
dents, faculty, administration,
staff, TA's anyone with a voice)
in response to the general ques-
tions posed above, or to a related
question we may have triggered
in some perspiring mind out
there. We might, together, be
able to improve a seriously
flawed appproach to a worth-
while idea. Hey, you never
know...




The Syracuse University Campus Mediation Center is a good place to
start to resolve conflict, whether it,s between roommates, neighbors,
family members, friends, coworkers, landlords and tenants, or other
individuals or groups you interact with.
We can help you work out fair and lasting solutions to conflict quick-
ly, informally and at no cost. Trained mediators will assist you in dis-
cussing the issues and working out your own agreements through an
effective conciliation process.
The Campus Mediation Center is located in the Watson Theatre Com-
dex, 316 Waverly Ave, Syracuse University, Syracuse NY, 13244.
The telephone number at the Center is 443-3870.
443-3870
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Of Forestry and EFB
invite interested ESF and S.U. students to






Travel to Dominica, West Indies |
with Professors Allan Drew and Robert Werner
and study Tropical Ecology (EFB/FOR 523),
for three graduate or undergraduate credit hours.
Drs. Drew and Werner
will show a videotape
of the Archbold Tropical Research Center,
outline the course they'll be offering,
and answer questions from interested students
.SXv:
from 4 to 5 p.m.
Thursday, November 4,
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A Note from Vice Presi-
dent for Administration
Several people have reported
the presence of a strong odor as-
sociated with the reroofing of
Marshall Hall. I have discussed
this with representatives of the
contractor, our Physical Plant
staff, and our Environmental
Health and Safety Officer.
There is no doubt that at times
the odor is pervasive and some-
what offensive. However
, I be-
lieve that we have collectively
taken all reasonable steps to pro-
tect you while at the same time
completing the necessary roof
work. For example, we have
closed air intakes into Marshall
Hall and are prepared to selec-
tively cover windows with plastic
in an attempt to minimize the
odor.
If you would like to become
more aware of the chemical com-
position of the material being
used, Material Safety Data
Sheets are available in the Office
of Environmental Health and
Safety. Included with the
MSDSs are threshold limit values
for exposure which are set by the
American Conference of Govern-
mental and Industrial Hygienists.
It does not appear that anyone's
exposure will approach those
limits.
While the contractor has until
December 15 to finish the job, I
am told that it is estimated that
the asphalt work should be com-
pleted within one week depen-
dent upon the weather. Should
you have any questions or need
further information, I encourage
you to call either John Wasiel
(X6896) or Patricia Murphy
(X6588).
Nick J. Paradiso, Jr.
News from the Registrar Blues cont. from p. 5
Undergraduates completing
degree requirements this Decem-
ber should complete a diploma
request form. These forms are
available on the wall outside 111
Bray.
All matriculated undergradu-
ate and graduate students were
mailed their Fall 1993 audit
forms several weeks ago. If you
did not receive yours, please stop
by our office to fill out a dupli-
cate as soon as possible. The
audit form must be completed
and returned to 111 Bray in or-
der to receive your Spring 1994
registration entry form.
Registration for Spring 1994
begins on November 29. Please
plan on meeting with your advis-
or/major professor during the ad-
vising week which starts on No-
vember 17. Registration
materials will be available in 111
Bray starting on November 17
also.
The last day to drop a class for
Fall 1993 is November 2. No









Would you like to participate I
in an honors senior seminar .
emphasizing a multidisciplinary 
aproach to an environmental |
problem of current concern?
If the answer is yes, watch this I
space.
my thesis which I am at the mo-
ment avoiding) that Steve Rago-
nese is right, that there is room
for faith and science to exist to-
gether. All religions seem to
serve the same purpose in that
each gives people an ethical
framework in which to live
.
 It
seems that this framework is ba-
sically the same, i.e., don,t kill
people, don't steal, don't lie, etc.
The details may be diffemt, and
the "truth" may lie in some tan-
gle of all beliefs together, or pos-
sibly not. I came across part of a
poem by Sir Richard Burton (in
of all places a book about how to
write and publish a scientific
paper)...
All Faith is false
, all Faith is true:
Truth is the shat ered mirror strown
In myriad bits; while each believes
His little bit the whole to own.
Maybe our brains are capable of
interpreting only the little pieces,
and the whole picture (which
might answer Steve's questions
about what started everything) is
too wierd for us to imagine.
I am not a catholic, but have had
many discussions with priests
and even taught in a catholic
school. I have heard many cath-
olics, and more so fundamental-
ist christians, say that if you
don't accept Christ as your sav-
ior you will not be granted ac-
cess to heaven. I asked a Jesuit
priest of many years about this
and he agreed with me that if
there is a heaven it is for people
who have led a good life. It dis-
trubs me that some people can
believe that if there is a heaven
,
it can be for a mass murderer
who accepts Christ, but not for a
person from some remote part of
the world who has never even
heard of Christ, but who has al-
ways given of themselves. I
guess my big gripe is with literal
Continued on page 9
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Blues cont from p. 8
interpretation of the bible. Is
Genesis a record of actual
events, or is it a creation myth to
explain our beginnings? I ex-
pect the latter, my Jesuit friend
agreed on this also. This doesn
,
t
discount that some higher force
(call it God) may have started
this whole shebang, but it
doesn't prove it either. I was
very surprised, though I guess I
shouldn't have been, when a lo-
cal parish priest explained to my
6th grade class that the world
was created in 6 days, that God
initially created Adam, Eve
came from Adam, Eve ruined
the party, etc. Truth, the word,
or a lie written by some man? I
read a novel once by George
MacDonald (a Christian writer
and friend of C.S. Lewis) about
Adam's wife, Lilith. Basically
she was created equal with
Adam, told him off one day, and
was cast out with the demons.
My Jewish friends tell me that
Lilith is a baby eating demon.
Truth, the word, or a lie? Does
anybody out there know more
about the Lilith story?
Thanks To The Angler Association
In the name of recognition, I would
like to extend thanks to the Angler As-
sociation of Onondaga. At their annual
banquet of Friday, October 8, they pro-
vided four ESF students with scholar-
ships and a wonderful meal. Stephanie
Gomon, a freshman at ESF, as will as
Chris Macarak, Mike Garrett, and
RZ Zelie, all seniors at ESF, received
monetary awards for outstanding aca-
demic achievement. There was an ex-
cellent meal
, followed by a ceremony of
recognition. Congratulations are in or-
der for these students, fine achievement.
It,s organizations like the Anglers As-
sociation that take part in bettering the
local community and protecting what
most take for granted. A special thanks
to them for their efforts at Webster Pond
and their investment in the future by
supporting the students today.
1994 STUDENT/FACULTY CONFERENCE ON
GREAT LAKES RELATED ENVIRONMENTAL RE-
SEARCH
January 14-15, 1994
SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry
Syracuse, NY
CALL FOR STUDENT PAPERS
IN ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE AND SCHOLARSHII
APPLIED TO THE GREAT LAKES
The Fourth Annual Great Lakes Research Consortium Student-Faculty
Conference will be held January 14 and 15 at the SUNY College of Envi-
ronmental Science and Forestry in Syracuse, New York. The conference
highlights student research, providing opportunities for students to meet
others interested in environmental science and scholarship, particularly as
is applied to problems related to the Great Lakes. Student presentations wi
be divided into two categories. The first category is research plans and
proposals which will give graduate and undergraduate students developin
research plans an opportunity to present their ideas to an audience of peers
and faculty. Each presentation will be followed by a short discussion of re-
search design, protocols and methods. In the second category students will
present results of ongoing or completed research in a more typical sym-
posium-type setting. Students presenting will be placed in concurrent ses-
sions organized by these themes: 1) Public Policy Analysis; 2) Social Sci-
ence: Economics
, Human Dimensions, Social Ecology, Planning; 3)
Limnology and Ecology: Fisheries, Trophic Interactions, Ecosystem Mode
ing; 4) Chemistry and Toxicology; 5) Environmental Engineering and Mot
eling.
If you are interested in presenting at the annual conference, please submit
an abstract of your research or proposed research. Presentations may be or;
or in poster form. The abstract should not exceed 200 words and should in
elude the title of the presentation, authors, names and affiliations, their
home addresses and phone numbers. Abstracts should indicate whether the
presentations are proposal/research plans or research results and whether
they are in oral or poster form. Deadline for submission of abstracts is
December 1, 1993. Notification of acceptance and session placement will
be available by December 15. Send Abstracts To: Great Lakes Research
Consortium, 24 Bray Hall, SUNY ESF, Syracuse, NY 13210, FAX: (315)
470-6970, BITNET: jmanno@SUVM. For more information call Jack
Manno at (315) 470-6816
All students presenting at the Conference will receive free registration,
luncheon and banquet. In addition, there will be a $100 cash award for best
paper in each of the five categories of "research presentations." Participants
in the research plans and proposals section are not eligible for the awards,
but will receive free registration and meals.
SPONSORED BY THE GREAT LAKES RESEARCH
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Gamma Delta Theta Notes
The sisters are all gearing up
for homecoming. We would like
to thank those of you who
bought our "bright lights, big
city
" buttons.
Well, we,ve been getting
ready for that crazy holiday we
all like to call Halloween. To
kick things off we had our annu-
al hayride with Kappa Phi Delta
- a success thanks to Roger and
Schroeck. By the way Schroeck,
was that a real chainsaw? Ask
Andrea! Horan, you didn,t get
any blood on you, did you? I,d
like to thank Peanut for making
every monster come to me - al-
though they seemed to like Kris-
tine
, Melissa, and Lisa as well!
Hey Misty, are you jealous of the
witch? Marybeth, how does the
hay look? Thanks to the brothers
of Kappa Phi Delta for making it
an adventure.
On the business side of things,
the Onondaga Chapter of the Au-
dubon Society did a program for
us last week, we saw a slide
show of Alaska - what a beauti-
ful hunk of land! Also, Katie is
working hard on a swim-to-raise-
money for the Audubon Society
and we're planning our Thanks-
giving Food Drive. Get those




The Wildlife Society News
Wildlife Society members
managed to spot two, finback
whales before rough seas forced
the boat to return to port. Nine
members left for Provincetown
Mass, for fall break to go whale
watching with the Dolphin Fleet.
Unfortunately the weather didn't
cooperate, but they did get a
close look at two finback whales
which are the second largest
mammals in the world. They also
spotted dolphins swimming par-
allel to the boat. We are happy to
report that none of the ESF stu-
dents got seasick which is more
than we can say for some of the
other passengers. Everyone had a
good time exploring the rather in-
teresting town of Provincetown.
Goshawks and sharpshins
were the most commonly sighted
raptors on our Hawk Mountain
trip. The weekend of Oct. 15th,
Wildlife Society members and
Birds and Mammals students
went to Hawk Mountain, Penn-
sylvania to watch the migration
of raptors. On the 14th, Glenn
Johnson gave a mini-seminar on
Hawk Mountain and raptor iden-
tification to prepare participants
for the trip. Hawk sightings were
low due to high winds which
forced the birds to the other side
of the mountain. Golden eagles
were reported to be in the area,
but we didn't spot one.
If you attended our meeting on
Oct. 5th, then you learned all
about the five Adirondack squir-
rel species from Research Spe-
cialist Charlotte Demers. Dr.
Brian Underwood shared some
insights with us on population
modeling as it relates to feral
horse management on Assa-
teague Island National Seashore
at our meeting of Oct. 19th. On
Oct. 26th, Tom Slocum, Director
of Career Planning here at ESF
gave an informational session on
the process of choosing and ap-
plying to graduate schools.
Both undergraduate and gradu-
ate students should come and lis-
ten to the guest speakers that we
present every Tuesday. It is a
great way to keep abreast of a
wide range of current wildlife
topics and to meet people who
may be working in your field of
interest. And
, best of all, it,s free.
Watch the bulletin boards and
the Knothole for guest speaker




Hickey from the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service will discuss the
"ecological services of The U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service". Dr.
Hickey"s presentation will be giv-
en after a short chapter meeting
at 5:30 p.m. in Marshall 319.
Wouldn't it be nice to meet and
get to know a USFWS employ-
ee? There will be a short ques-
tion and answer period after-
wards. We hope to see you there.
Once again The Wildlife Soci-
ety will be selling Jim Morris T-
shirts to raise money for our-
selves, and Osprey prints to raise
money for the osprey reintroduc-
tion efforts at Iroquois National
Wildlife Refuge. We also have
copies of the Dr. Seuss classic,
TheLorax, and all this just in
time for the holidays. The fund-
raiser will be in the foyer of Mar-
shall Hall Oct. 26-28.
GSA News
I was glad to hear a response to
an issue here on campus in the
last Knothole, even if the individ-
ual was "disgruntled". I was
wondering if ESF grad students
just sat in their offices and never
saw the light of day. I guess that
when our wallets are hit we start
to take notice. I encourage any-
one who has a graduate student
issue that they want taken up to
let me know about it. Better yet,
come to a GSA meeting and tell
us about it, that will ensure that
the problem is addressed, and ac-
tion taken. By the way, the next
GSA meeting is Wednesday No-
vember 3rd at 5:30 pm in 324
Bray Hall. Oh yeah, there will be
pizza and pop at the meeting too.
Continued on p. 11
October 27 1993 
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The next TG is going to be a
TGIW, Thank God It"s Wednes-
day. Yah, I know, it doesn't
quite work like TGIF, but that"s
the story. It will be on Wednes-
day November 10th in Nifkin
Lounge. It has been set to coin-
cide with a follow-up TA work-
shop, and a forum on the grad
student Union which will blend
into the TG at 4:30 or 5:00. You
will be hearing more about that
later.
Let"s see, what else is going
on? Suni Edson, the GSA Vice-
President has set a tentative date
for the Annual Shifting Para-
digms Conference to be April
15th and 16th, 1994. She is also
looking for suggestions for
speakers for the conference, stop
by her office at 129 Illick Hall
and let her know if you have ide-
as. Kevin Hutton is taking on the
task of organizing a Forum, or
series of forums on the Climate
For Women at ESF. These for-
ums will be a continuation of the
well-attended "Climate" forums
that were held last semester.
They will be specifically to ad-
dress questions and provide an
opportunity to discuss "The Cli-
mate For Women: President's
Action Plan" (which was a two
page insert in last week"s Knot-
hole).
I think that the most important
topic of the last GSA meeting
was the Graduate Student Em-
ployees Union (GSEU). A repre-
sentative from the Union came to
answer our questions, of which
there were many. What we have
next on our agenda to accom-
plish is to select someone to be
our GSEU executive board repre-
sentative. This person needs to
be a TA, GA, or an RA, and for
obvious reasons have an interest
in the Union, and making sure
that ESFs particular problems be
addressed by GSEU. At the next
GSA meeting we will be decid-
ing how this person is to be se-
lected
, everyone who is interest-





Also at the next meeting, Kevin
Hutton, our Board of Trustees
Representative will have a report
as to what went on at the recent
BOT meeting.
That"s it for now.
Rob Barber, GSA President
Recycling Club News
...and the times they are
a
>changin'...
As club members, we have de-
cided to change our mixed waste
composting project (that used
sewage sludge to break down
paper and food wastes form the
Gallery) to a green compost. We
decided to move toward a vermi-
composting system, while work-
ing on the problem of reducing
paper wastes from the Gallery.
Our main reason for this change
was we wanted an end product
that could be used as a soil
amendment. The end product
from the sludge process is, at this
point, unusable. More research
needs to be done analyzing our
mixed waste project and figuring
out what the product could be
used for and/or how to make the
product a usable one. It,s a chal-
lenge for anybody whose inter-
ested in searching for viable op-
tions for reducing waste!
The vermi-composting will break
down wastes with the aid of
many decomposer organisms,
with emphais placed on main-
taining the system for the earth-
worm. While we get this project
rolling, we won,t be collecting
compostables from the Gallery.
An extended 'Thanks" to all
those who took the time to sort
their non-compostables and com-
postables!
If you would like to find out
more about the composting pro-
ject and get involved with the
many other things the Recycling
Club does
, come to the meeting
at 7:00 pm Wednesdays in Nif-
kin. See you there.
News from SEAC
SEAC is the Student Environ-
mental Action Coalition. It is a
nationwide organization of which
-
11
ESF is a part. We attempt to
help students who want to put
their ideas about issues to work
for the EARTH! All students
(both ESF and SU, both Grad
and Undergrad) are welcome and
urged to get involved to help
make a difference.
We have been working on a
few projects this semester. We
helped NYPIRG with voter reg-
istration here at ESF. Those of
you who registered- don,t forget
to vote in November!
Also thanks to everyone who
wrote a letter expressing your
opinion on the Draft Environ-
mental Impact Statement (DEIS)
regarding the reintroduction of
wolves to Yellowstone National
Park and Central Idaho. The
DEIS called for the reintroduc-
tion of wolves
, designated as an
experimental or "non-essential"
population, with the goal of a
stable population of 10 packs of
10 individuals each in both areas.
The final EIS will be out soon
and we will again, with your
help, express our opinion on this
issue.
Currently, we are organizing,
as a joint effort with the Environ-
mental Law Society, a sympo-
sium to educate students about
NAFTA- the North American
Free Trade Agreement. We are
working on getting speakers rep-
resenting a diverse range of inter-
ests including labor, business,
farming, and of course, the envi-
ronment. The symposium will
take place on November 11 at
7:30 p.m. We'll let you know
the location and more about who
will be speaking next week.
Do any of these issues interest
you? Is their an issue about
which you would like to see stu-
dents take some action? If you
are interested in helping with
these issues or any other "envi-
ronmental" concern, join us in:
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Science and Sun Team Up
for Spring Semester Credit
You can snorkel along a coral reef among tropical fishes, hike
in a lush tropical rain forest, stay at a planter,s home overlooking
the clear waters of the Caribbean ... and earn three undergraduate
or graduate credits while doing so!
Students at SU and SUNY ESF who enroll in FOR 523/EFB
523 for spring 1994 will be able to do just that. Taught by Drs.
Allan Drew of Forestry and Robert Werner of Environmental
and Forest Biology, Tropical Ecology will be offered this spring
for the fourth time, and will again include a 10-day trip to the
windward island of Dominica. The home of the Archbold Tropi-
cal Research Center, which is administered by a consortium of
institutions headed by Clemson University, Dominica is a former
British colony. It is also the home of pristine rain forests, 15 in-
active volcanoes, several protected or endangered species of flo-
ra and fauna, and literally a different river for every day of the
year.
Springfield Plantation, the site of the Archbold Center, is adja-
cent to the Mome Trois Pitons National Park, one of the island
'
s
four protected areas, and the the Archbold Preserve, a tract of
tropical rain forest. The setting is ideal for pursuing the varied
research projects students have undertaken in the past. An exam-
ple of such a project includes setting up sample plots at various
elevations within relatively undisturbed secondary forest, inven-
torying the trees on the plot, identifying as many of the species
as possible, and then comparing changes in diversity at different
elevations. (Since Dominica, nicknamed the nature island of the
Caribbean, is often compared to a living laboratory, "different
habitats" is not a throwaway phrase.) Other examples are a topo-
graphic survey of a crater lake, involving limnological work and
mapping/measurements; a study of the preferred habitats of
freshwater fish; and a project comparing soil nutrients on rela-
tively undisturbed forests and on land recently cleared for farm-
ing. In an ongoing look at the growth of secondary forests
around an abandoned coffee plantation, plots set up in 1992 will
be resurveyed every couple of years.
The objectives of Tropical Ecology are to introduce students
to the biotic diversity in tropical systems and to compare them
with north temperate systems; to study the interaction between
biotic and abiotic factors in a tropical environment; to familiarize
students with resource management options on Dominica in light
of its uniqueness as a relatively undisturbed tropical island; and
to use Dominica as a model exemplifying certain principles of
ecology and resource management that are best demonstrated in
a tropical island setting. Students registering for Tropical Ecolo-
gy, for which enrollment is limited, will attend one-hour lectures
at ESF beginning early in the second semester, and them spend
spring break on Dominica. The field session carries a separate
course fee, and since a deposit must be made by December 10 to
secure a place in the course, interested students (and faculty
members, who are also welcome) should attend an information
session and slide show at 4 p.m. on Thursday , November 4 in
Room 11 Illick Hall, SUNY ESF. Those unable to attend the
session should contact Mary Beth Ritter (320 Bray Hall, or 470-
6533) as soon as possible.
Edna Bailey Sussman
Funding for Student Internships
The Environmental
Internship Program
The Edna Bailey Sussman Fund provide;
funding to support graduate students (and a
very limited number of undergraduates) wl
are "pursuing careers, the activities of whic
affect the environmental
, to understand the
interaction of their chosen profession with
environmental concerns."
A student in good academic standing wh
wishes to be considered for this internship
support must complete an application. Ap-
plications are accepted at any time of the
year, but should be submitted at least three
months before the internship is scheduled t
begin. Applications for summer internship
received on or before March 13,1993 will
be given priority for funding over those re-
ceived later.
Applications and additional information
are available from Prof. Ralph Sanders, 10
Marshall Hall.
U.S. Dept. of Energy -1994
Integrated Manufacturing
Predoctoral Fellowships
The U.S. Dept. of Energy is offering the;
Fellowships with a three-fold objective: To
create a pool of Ph.D.s trained in the integr
ed approach to manufacturing, to promote:
ademic interest in the field, and to attract ta
ented professionals to this challenging area
engineering. It is anticipated that the pro-
gram will result in the creation of new man
facturing methods that will contribute to in-
proved energy efficiency, to better utilizatii
of scarce resources, and to less degradation
the environment.
Applicants must intend to work toward a
Ph.D. degree at an appropriate nonprofit U
college or university that offer Ph.D. degre
in fields related to manufacturing. Applica





For more information, visit the office of In
struction and Graduate Studies, 227 Bray
Hall.
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Inside and outside and back to the pictures of my youth where I know now the way in which I convinced
myself, fortunately some would say, unfortunately say others, that I had been blessed with a pure and un-
sullied spirit of self reliance that allowed me to look to no-one for help or friendship of any Idnd, for 1
could be just at home as the centre of attention at a heady party as I could in the solitude of my still and
empty rooms.
Happily resigned to this fact, yet confident as I may sound, the taste of this fruit is now not so sweet, for
my mind, acting uncontrollably on its own will, always draws back to that time when I found myself im-
mersed in love for and from another, one who would have given me all without the slightest hesitation or
doubt, one who would have kept those dark spirits at bay just by being at my side, and one who I ultimate-
ly and cruelly destroyed.
Why my lover came to me with my full arrogance and startling vanity, I have never discovered, yet this
affair of the heart, once it began, dispelled all the bitterness I felt at the world and gave me a reason and
even, when it was at its most glorious intensity, a key to life itself.
I see now how I drank so greedily at this love, day in and year out, and quickly became addicted to it,
"
 not seeing in my stupor how I was taking all for granted, like some God given right, and never giving back,
that I believed it would be immortal, like me,and always present in my foolish life.
Inevitably, as I stumbled through punch drunk, I came to believe I was above it and in tum started to
hate this precious elixir and, worse still, the priceless giver of it, and even now, as my mind's eye roams
over those past yet vivid feelings and thoughts, I can't help feel but shame and sorrow at my wanton cruel-
ty towards what I see now as the only thing worth having.
My actions took me from person to person, gaining little but the thrill of the chase, whilst all the time
true meaning lay waiting behind me, suffering and suffocating in silence until it could do no more to take
its leave, and who could lay blame for that?
There are some amongst us who would cheer at my movements but we all know what fools these are
and I, in turn, burnt but wise from this experience, see the world and its ways with different eyes and know
now that the love of another be it friend or lover, rises above all considerations, that to give is better than
receiving and that though this world has been made a hard and complex one - by those who would love
power and power alone, the simple facts alone are enough to see us all through.
And sometimes, when dark clouds move inexorably across the blue sky dome, I take, in the gathering
twilight, my constitution down by the water and, as I watch the liquid forever rushing by, my thoughts al-
ways turn to those bitter sweet times and for minutes I am lost in a trance of regret until the sound of a si-




* 9 U.S. and Canadian ships are on the coast of Haiti to protect from breaking of the blockade. This is to
enforce the sanctions brought against Haiti for violating the Governor's Island Agreement, to return exiled
Haitian President Jean-Bertrand Aristide to power.
* There will be a vote on NAFTA next month.
* Fighting has begun again in Bosnia.
* Congress approved to a non-binding agreement requesting congressional approval before sending troops
to Bosnia.
* Les Aspen has decided to keep the Research and Development Lab at Griffiss Air Base.
* Alfonse D'Amato has announced he will not run for governor. Cuomo will run for a fourth term.
* Clinton is requesting that all government offices use recycled paper that must contain 20% recycled ma-
terial; with a possibility of using recycled oil and tires for government vehicles.
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POEMS
/Oh Joy!
The sky was gray and the horizon was invisible. Even a
few days ago. Vision was questioned by too much
whiteness, my black eyes hardly could withstand it-as if
the arctic landmass was suddenly forced to migrate to
the northeast.
The naked trees were shivering-actually they were
almost ready to smile with new buds. I haven
'
t seen my
friends, the squirrel couple. I wish they had a good time
throughout the disaster keeping each other warm.
Sometimes disasters could be rewarding too!
Now the days have changed. Gentle breeze, green grass,
bright sunlight, quickly exposing buds, sunbathe in the
quad, finals. The squirrels survived it, I saw them
making love in the bright day-light.
Life is good. Tom and Deb found love although the
President of Sri Lanka was assasinated by a bike
bomber. May day in Moscow turned to a red day but it
didn't bother our driving to Lake Ontario. And we still
ate bullhead for dinner.
I see the squirrels on the rug now-my friends!
Swimming to Cambodia seemed to be a brilliant
production although suddenly a thought invaded my
analytical watching. The river I know as river is no river
at all; its just an illusive mirage in the oasis of thought.
So, good-bye.
Camano Island sent me a dove wearing patient love. The
Pacific Ocean appears so calm and in peace in my dream!
How about a voyage?
Hey, life; hey, honest, carefree, accountable-to-none life;
stay honest, keep yourself happy, remain as beautiful as
you are now!
\Azharul H. Mazumder
stumps are turning into strange creatures
leaves are forming wings
and distorted beaks
screeches echo through the forest caverns
walking here i think i see shadows
fleeting figures between the limbs
sudden eruption of eerie noises
shatters the moonlight
night shades seeking out their prey
my soul tries to crawl out of my skin
to meet itself among tree shadows
i see it dancing around the fire circle







"Adventures in Library Research"
by Andy Leahy
15
My first clue that something was amiss came when the call number for a book I wanted (for a paper on
the colorful controversy surrounding fluoridation of drinking water) brought me to stacks in Bird Library
where everything appeared to concern Argentina and was published in Spanish.
This was in the so-called Dewey section of Bird, a lower level block of tomes so ancient and rarely used
that you,ve got to turn a wheel just to open up the shelving and make enough room to walk in. Books
shelved here according to the Dewey Decimal System represent the last defensive position for the packrat
school of library science.
And yet it had let me down. Oh well, these things happen. Maybe I wrote the number down wrong.
Maybe it's in the computer wrong. No matter. I,ll have more than enough stuff to do my paper without
this book.
Except this book sounded pretty juicy: A Struggle with Titans, written by George L. Waldblott, M.D.,
and put out in 1965 by an obscure-sounding publisher. It seemed, in other words, like the work of a rare
American, a medical man dissenting against the march of science which has promoted fluoridation as the
greatest public health achievement since sewage treatment or pasteurized milk. Crackpot, fruitcake, what-
ever you want to call the guy, he looked like a damned interesting read to me.
But how to find this book? At first, the gent at the reference desk was just as stumped. It didn't make
any sense, he said, for this book to have ever received a Dewey call number, since by the time it was pub-
lished Syracuse University was using the Library of Congress system. If there were a couple of letters
ahead of this 981 here, then it would make sense. Maybe the old card catalogue...
Sure enough, the cob-webbed file boxes nearby produced a card for Dr. Waldblott's magnum opus indi-
cating that a QP was intended to precede the 981.F55 W3 so misleadingly provided by the Summit com-
puter system. Q
's and a few neighboring letters, I was told, are housed up the hill from Bird at the Science
and Technology Library, that poorly lit catacomb of metallic catwalks installed in SU's old Carnegie Li-
brary building.
I climbed to the second level, crept along the far left wall, and got down on my knees in the dust, finding
titles on selenium, chlorine and other chemical elements - relieved to know that I was in the neighborhood
at last. Misfiled by about a foot along the bottommost shelf was indeed the story of the good doctor>s
struggle with the titans.
The sticker on the spine bearing its call number had partly curled up and folded over to hide the QP,
probably the source of the data entry error on the computer. Cracking open the cover, I learned this copy
had circulated only four times since it arrived on University Hill in 1967. It was last due to be returned on
Dec. 16, 1975, nearly 18 years ago -- way back in the seventh grade for me, when the big news was the
FBI having finally caught up with Patty Hearst.
I trotted down the narrow stairway at Sci/Tech, elated to know that I had prevailed against a glitch
which had confounded who knows how many students wanting this book before me.
The folks behind the checkout counter were brought in on the case as soon as they discovered that the
book had been out of action so long it lacked a bar code. You might have trouble, I warned, trying to con-
nect a freshly pasted bar code with this book's computer listing, since the computer's missing part of the
call number.
Punching it up, a wizened librarian was skeptical of my diagnosis. Probably there are two copies, she
said, this one here and one, like the computer says, down in the Dewey section at Bird.
But I've been there already, I protested, and 981 in Dewey is all about Tierra del Fuego and what not,
whereas this book is about fouoridating drinking water.
Whatever, she said. You can have the book now
, and we'll sort it all out later.
You know, I wonder if Dr. Waldblott were alive today (I'm assuming from his 1898 birthdate that he is,
in fact, dead), whether he'd see in all this a conspiracy, a plot against him.
I






The Wildlife Society welcomes guest speaker, Dr. John Hickey from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
Dr. Hickey will give a presentation on the ecological services available from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service. The presentation will follow a short chapter meeting at 5:30 p.m. in Marshall 319. The Wildlife
Society welcomes and encourages all students and faculty to attend.
Wednesday. November 3rd
Rifle Club meeting in Moon Conference Room from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m.





Beers-Bascom Professor in Conservation

















- Reception to Follow -
Syracuse University











Coffee at 3:30 p.m.
Place
132 Lyman Hall
108 College Place
Host
Prof. Ralph Slepecky
